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NATO Commitment to the Baltic States
Baltic Air Sovereignty Training Event II (BAST-E II)
By Manfred Reudenbach, DEU CIV 
CC-Air Ramstein, Public Affairs Office

"After the very successful BAST-E in
October 2008, we are now making
this particular training event a regu-
lar item on the training calendar for
each Quick Reaction Alert (Intercept)
(QRA(I)) deployment to the Baltic re-
gion,” explained the operations offi-
cers in charge of BAST-E at CC-Air
HQ Ramstein, Lieutenant Colonel
Werner Hartwig, German Air Force. 

On 7 April 2009, NATO air units from
the Czech Republic, Denmark, Esto-
nia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, and
the United States of America as well
as a NATO E-3A aircraft used the
BAST-E II to enhance interoperability
and air integration. Air operations
during the event were controlled by
the Control and Reporting Centre
(CRC) at Karmelava, Lithuania, and

the Ämari, Estonia, Control and Re-
porting Point (CRP).

Training of both aircrews and ground
stations is an essential element in the
process of integrating new member
countries in the Air Policing procedu-
res. The one-day BAST-E II was an
opportunity for the participating na-
tions to enhance their skills in a chal-
lenging training scenario.
Crews conducted Air Command and
Control (C2) training and practised
intercepts, cross-border air operati-
ons and air-to-air refuelling under
standard peacetime operating proce-
dures. The participating aircraft ope-
rated from their home bases meaning
there was no forward deployment.
A ‘first’ during BAST-E II was the
participation of NATO’s Airborne
Early Warning and Control Force
Command’s E-3A Component

(NAEW&CF E-3A Component),
which dispatched one of their E-3A
aircraft from Geilenkirchen, Ger-
many.
"It was our intention to make the first
BAST-E in 2009 as successful as the
2008 event,” said LTC Hartwig, "And
we succeeded. Besides the training
value, BAST-E II was an excellent op-
portunity for NATO to demonstrate
commitment and solidarity to the
Baltic States and provide air C2 trai-
ning.”

RuAF is in the process of a couple of
different options to increase its inter-
national role.  These areas are not li-
mited to but include new strategic
bombers and reduction in personnel
because of redundancies created by
technological improvements in
equipment.

The RuAF received a new upgraded
Tu-160 Blackjack strategic bomber
which officially entered service in
2008.  This new strategic bomber has

a striking resemblance to the U.S. Air
Force’s B-1A bomber, however it is
significantly larger.  The bomber also
has a far greater range, up to 11,000
miles without having to refuel.

The RuAF has also made highly am-
bitious statements regarding its who-
le modernization timeline and pro-
gram.  On February 10th, 2009, Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Russian Air
Force, Colonel-General Aleksander
Zelin, elaborated on reform plans for

the RuAF saying that in order to "op-
timize” the RuAF, about 30 percent of
its personnel would be made redun-
dant.  The optimization plan is opti-
mistically scheduled to commence in
2016 and be finished by 2020.

Denouement
The RuAF will be busy in the foresee-
able future and have some exciting ti-
mes facing them.  We will be there
watching and learning, and hopeful
in place to help if problems come up.

DNK F-16 during BAST-E Courtesy Royal Danish Air Force

POL F-16 receives tuel from KC-135
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