THE RAMSTEIN SWORD -

Decemper Epimion 2009

Air Policing

Air Policing in 2009 - Review of a busy year

A 2009 draws to a close, the opportu-
nity = afforded to us to look back
upon the Air Policing mission, to re-
flect on our collective experiences
and to thank all the personnel who
worked to make Air Policing the
tremendous success that it s, It s
also a time o leok ahead to the fu-
ture and to make plans and
establish goals.

Air Policing is one of
the most dynamic and
challenging tasks of
the Alliance. Even
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IE"'.-'DI'-- put into each mission, ranging
from those running the isolated sen-
sOT posts or maintaining the runways
and the fighters ready at any mo-
ment, right through to these working
in the CRECs as controllers or survail-
lance personnel and finally to the pi-
lots im the Cick Reaction Alert
sheds,

Mot to forget all the men and women
at CADC level and abowve that have to

time. This “‘collecgiy

German GRA during Eokeol

Ble to maintain the smooth running

Adr Policing standard throughout the

ontire Air-COM Ramstein Area of

Functional Responsibility and allows

assigmed fghter aircraft to respoend

promptly and professionally to vary-
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op. The programme is welcomed by
both the Baltic countries and the par-
ticipating nations. It is a good frame-
work to exercise and train both
pround= and aircrews, At the same
time, this serial is a clear and visible
demonstration of Alliance cohesion
and solidarity in the skies above the
Baltic States. This year Danish, Czech,
and German fighter aircraft deploved
to Siauliai, Lithuania, in support of
arding the airspace of the Baltic re-

i Ceripen and the Ger-
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man Eurofighter jets marked the de-
but of fourth generation aircraft in
this part of NATO s airspace.

At the northwestern end of NATO
European airspace, loeland  hosted
fighter arrcraft from the Danish, Mor-
wegian, and the United States Air
Forces, allowing them to train and ex-
ercise in the airspace surrounding the
island as well as fulfilling the MATO
Air Policing task there,

As we approach 2010, France is al-
ready preparing to take over the Air
fission  ower the Baltic

I'j;ﬁL later in the yvear.

Air Policing remains a cornerstone of
the Alliance’s collective defense and
solidarity. 2009 has clearly demon-
strated this and MATO will confinue
to show the cohesion and commit-
ment by employing its assigned Air
Policing forces effectively to maintain
a safe and secure airspace.

MOTAM: During the night of 24th
December increased air activity is to
be expected, emanating from the cold
northern part of the AOR.
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