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Brigadier General Patrice Laurent, BEL AF
Deputy Chief of Staff Support

Brigadier General Patrice Laurent was born in Liege on the 3rd of May
1958. After attending secondary school, at the College St Quirin in
HUY, he joined the Royal School of Cadets at Laeken in 1974. In 1977
he joined the Royal Military Academy (ERM) at Brussels as part of the
132nd promotion Polytechnic where he received his Master of Science
in Engineering in December 1982.

From 1983 to 1985 he pursued his flight training, which he completed
with his conversion on Mirage V at the 8th Squadron of the 3rd
Tactical Wing based at Bierset Air Base.

From 1985 to 1987 he flew from Florennes within the 2nd Squadron of the 2nd Tactical Wing
still on Mirage V. In 1988 he joined the OCU (Operational Conversion Unit) squadron at
Beauvechain where he began his conversion to F-16 and continued his operational
conversion at Kleine-Brogel before rejoining the 2nd Wing.

In September 1989 he came back at the ERM, but this time to the Superior Royal Institute of
Defence (IRSD) to carry on his Intermediate Command Staff College (ICSC-Air). The following
year, he went back to Florennes as an operational officer within the Comet’s squadron and
was promoted to Major at the end of 1991. Subsequently, he was transferred to the
Planning Division of the Air Force Headquarters (VSP/E) in Evere. He left in 1993 to join again
the IRSD but in Laeken this time to start his Post Staff College education and he qualified
with the Headquarters certificate (PSC) in June 1994.

After his conversion to instructor pilot on Alpha-Jet, he served as Commander of the 11th
Squadron at Sint-Truiden from October 1994 to October 1996.

At the end of 1996, he acted as project officer in operational “Automatic Data Processing”
within the Air Force Headquarters (VS3/BOSA projects) where i. a. he was responsible of the
implementation of NATO ICC (Initial CAOC Capabilities) in the Belgian Air Force and he set up
the “Squadrons Operational Support Automatic Data Processing” more commonly known as
SOSA.

He was promoted Lieutenant-Colonel in March 1998. In October 1998 he returned at the
IRSD as a military professor and was at the same time the Air “Official” at the Royal Military
Academy.

In 2001 he was appointed Flying Group Commander of the 1st Wing at Beauvechain, during
which time he transferred the provision of ground lessons (referred to as “Air Education”)
from the 1st Wing to the ERM.

In September 2003 Lieutenant-Colonel Laurent returned full time to the ERM where in
integrated the Pilots’ and Air Traffic Controllers’ Academic Training in the official ERM
academic programmes (BACHELOR/MASTER). He was promoted Colonel in December 2005.
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On the 19th December 2006 he became the Director of the Competence Centre of the Air
Component (CC Air) at Beauvechain, while continuing his work at the ERM.

In May 2007 he definitively left the ERM for the 1st Wing and became Commander of
Beauvechain Air Base while still holding the position of CC Air Director. In September 2010,
he left Beauvechain Air Base to become the Deputy Director of the European Air Group at
High Wycombe (UK) with the rank of Brigadier General.

Since March 2012, Brigadier General Laurent has been the Deputy Chief of Staff Support at
Headquarters Allied Air Command.

The general has had 3,200 flight hours mainly on Mirage V, F-16 and Alpha Jet.
General Laurent has 2 children, Tanguy (1985) and Alicia (1988).
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