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Lieutenant General Friedrich Wilhelm Ploeger 
Deputy Commander 

 
 

Lieutenant General Ploeger is the Deputy Commander of 
NATO’s Allied Air Command at Ramstein Airbase, Germany. 
Before his current assignment, Lieutenant General Ploeger had a 
triple hatted function at Kalkar, Germany. As Commander 
German Air Force Air Operations Command (GAFAOC), he was 
responsible for a unique German nucleus of staff that, after 
augmentation, has the capability to execute operational planning 
as well as command and control of Air Force Operations at 
tactical and operational levels. 
 
 
As Commander Combined Air Operations Centre Uedem (CAOC 
Uedem), he was responsible for planning, directing, tasking and 
coordinating air operations of allocated forces and NATO 

Integrated Air Defence assets. His third function was that of Executive Director of the Joint 
Air Power Competence Centre (JAPCC), in which he supported the Director JAPCC as Joint 
Air Advisor to Supreme Allied Commander Transformation (SACT) in order to facilitate joint 
air power transformation at strategic level. 
Furthermore, Lieutenant General Ploeger had administrative control over the National Air 
Policing Centre. 
Lieutenant General Ploeger joined the German Air Force in 1967 and was trained to become 
an air defence controller.  He went through a numerous command and staff assignments. In 
1999 he became Commander of Air Force Communications and Information System 
Command. This posting was followed by an assignment as Assistant Chief of the Armed 
Forces Staff (FüS III) Military Policy and Arms Control Division at the Federal Ministry of 
Defence in 2000, before he assumed command of 2nd DEU Air Division in 2003. 
He has been awarded the Ehrenkreuz der Bundeswehr in Gold und Silber (silver and gold 
Cross of Honour of the Bundeswehr), the Verdienstkreuz am Bande des Verdienstordens der 
Bundesrepublik Deutschland (Order of Merit on ribbon of the Federal Republic of Germany) 
and the Black Eagle Order 3rd Class of the Republic of Estonia. 
General Ploeger is married to Sigrid Sorge-Ploeger. 
 
Military Career 
2 Oct 1967   Joined the German Air Force, Fürstenfeldbruck 
1967 – 1970   Officer training and Intercept controller training  
1970 – 1972   Assignment to II Signal Regt 31, Freising  
1972 – 1975 Instructor and classroom supervisor for radar technology, Erndtebrück 
1975 – 1980   Senior intercept controller with III Signal Regt 34, Schleswig 
1980 – 1982   25th General Staff Officers Course, Hamburg 
1982 – 1984   Commander 5th Co/Signal Regt 33, Borgentreich 
1984 – 1986   Chief of Section A3a, 4th Air Division Command, Aurich 
1986 – 1988   Assistant Chief of Branch 1, Air Staff (Fü L) Division VI at the Federal Ministry 
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                       of Defence, Bonn 
1988 – 1990   Executive Officer to the Vice Chief of Staff, Air Force, at the Federal Ministry 
of 
                       Defence, Bonn 
1990 – 1993   Desk officer for military policy and military strategy with the German 
Delegation  
                       to NATO, Brussels 
1993 – 1995   Commander Tactical Air Control Battalion 22, Meßstetten 
1995 – 1997   Chief of the Concepts/Planning/Structures/Deployment unit of the Policy              
                       Planning Staff of the Federal Minister of Defence, Bonn 
1997 – 1999   Chief of the Nuclear Planning, Nuclear Policy, Nuclear Strategy Section with  
                       the German Delegation to NATO, Brussels 
1999 – 2000   Commander Air Force Communications and Information Systems Command 
                       (GAFCISCOM), Cologne 
2000 – 2003   Assistant Chief of Armed Forces Staff Division  Politico-Military Affairs and 
                      Arms Control (Fü S III) at the Federal Ministry of Defence, Berlin 
2003 – 2007   Commander 2nd (DEU) Air Division, Birkenfeld 
2007 - 2010 Commander German Air Operations Command, Commander Combined Air 
Operations Centre Uedem, Executive Director Joint Air Power Competence  Centre 
Since 1 July  2010 Deputy Commander Allied Air Command. 
 
Promotions 
01 April 1970 Second Lieutenant 
06 October 1972 First Lieutenant 
15 January 1976 Captain 
01 April 1980 Major 
01 April 1986 Lieutenant Colonel 
01 April 1993 Colonel 
01 October 1999 Brigadier General 
01 October 2000 Major General 
01 October 2007 Lieutenant General 


