Precision Airdrop Capability -
Expensive, but it saves lifes

By Lt Col Dan Olson, USA AF
CC-Air Ramstein, Operations Division

Why do we airdrop supplies out the
back of perfectly good airplanes?
Just ask people who were wounded
in Afghanistan by Improvised Ex-
plosive Devises (IEDs) while escort-
ing supply convoys through
unfriendly territory. Open source
reporting states over half of all ISAF
casualties are caused by IEDs, many
of which strike these resupply con-
voys., Reducing the number of nec-
essary supply convoys will reduce
the number of casualties. This may
be achieved by way of airdrops.

The military usually airdrops sup-
plies because of impassable roads.
sometimes, roads are blocked due
to natural causes, like excess snow-
fall or flooding. In Afghanistan, ab-
drops are made because of poor
road conditions and enemy threats.
These airdrops help prevent IED ca-
sualties by no longer requiring com-
bat logistics patrols to be sent out
along with resupply convoys.

some nations have been reluctant
to use this alrdrop capability be-
cause of its lack of accuracy. This
inaccuracy is a result of aircraft hav-
ing to release supplies from higher
altitudes to avoid being hit by small
arms fire and rocket-propelled
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grenades. Released from higher al-
titudes, the parachutes are airborne
longer and more susceptible to
wind drift, causing a wider disper-
sion of cargo and ultimately a larger
drop zone. This larger drop zone in
turn requires more time and more
manpower to secure it.

In an effort to promote more accu-
rate airdrops, MATO's Conference of
Mational Armaments Directors
(CMAD) sponsored a Precision Air-
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drop Capabilities Demonstration at
the Centre d'Essais de Lancement
de Missiles at Biscarose and Cazaux
Alr Base, France, from 26 to 29 May.
Thirteen nations attended the event
and precision airdrop systems from
eight nations were demonstrated. A
variety of GPS guided systems were
used to drop 49 loads, all of which
were mechanically steered to the
drop zone.

This precision airdrop capability al-
lows a drastic reduction in the size
of the drop zone and consequently
in the time and manpower needed
to secure the it. The cargo will land
much closer to the intended target,
a huge improvement to traditional
methods. The price of this new ca-
pability is very high, and this has
left many nations reluctant to pro-
cure and develop it. The cost of the
technology must be compared to
the savings of lives and effort. MNow
is the time to develop and imple-
ment NATO' airdrop capability to
prevent having to put troops in
harm's way in the future.
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