Air PoLcing

Baltic Air Sovereignty Training Event
(Bast-E) On 21 October 2008

In the October 2008 edition of
The Ramstein Sword an article was
wrilten entitled 'Baltic Air Polic-
ing — Solidarity Among Fartners’
summarizing, since spring 2004,
MATO has been directly supporting
thie Baltic States of Estonia, Latvia
and Lithwania ureder the BATO In-
pegraled Air Defence System (MA-
TIMADS) umbrella and providing
aircralt reguired for OQuick Beac-
tion Adert (OREA) and Air Policing
on o rotational basis,  This article
reports on a recent Training Event
conducted as a visible sign e the A US F-15 Eagle flics toward oo of @ KOC-135

popadation of Estonia, Latvia and Photo by USAF Sr Adriran Miranda Mooere

The Baltic States

Lithuania of NATOS presence to
ensure thesir air soversignty,

The Baltics provide a unigque set-
bing for QRA Air Policing aircralt
s the area is surrounded by NATO
pations, PP Mations and neatral
countries in close proximity to Bus-
sig and Helarus, Do addition, the
Ealiningrad Oblast, which is part
of Bussian territory, is surrounded
by WATO Maticos with the interna-
el airsparce over thie Baltic Senas
the only unrestricted “way in and
out’, The Baltic area Falls within
thie remit of Combined Adr Opseri-
biosms Centre 2 (CAOC2] at Usdem,
Crerrmany, which works closely with
the Commmand and Eeporting Cen-
bre (CRC) at Karmelava, Lithuania,

Muring a recent visit to the Baltics
by CO-Air Barmstein™s Deguaty Coane-
rmareder, Air Marshald David Walker,
high-ranking leaders fromm the Baltic
Begion reguested the opportunity
bor hieled alelitional air-related train-
ing which CC-Air Barmstein offerad
tor concduct. Inaddition to reinfore-
ing MATOYs resalve and commii-
mient o the Baltic Maticons through
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a BAST-E, an event that would also
provide the opportunity to:

W Train personnel and validale pro-
cedures within APAZ,

B Execule C2 lunctions of the Inte-
grated Air Delence.

B Conduct intra-regional coordi-
nation, #irspace management,
cross-boundary operations and
intormation exchange.

B Enbance imeroperability of the
Baltics and other neighbouring
MATO counlries.

B Ensure air soveresignly.

Within a month operational plan-
ming at Bamstein was completed by
thie distribution of a CC-Air Bam-
stesinn Ohprerations Crrder, iIncorporal-
ing design developent of the air
operation.  Purther detailed plan-
pinng wins conducted in conjunction
with the Air Tasking Order (AT
procvess in order too save prepar-
b time, The event was planned
b ankee plisce on 21 Octobser 08 with
altermative weather back-up days of
22 and 23 October OB, The overall
iden was to bring air defence assets
inter the three Baltic States from
abroad for a sustained period of
birmes and without forwand basing,
Though not am exercise, this was a
challenging training «vent primar-
iy aimesd o condoct an intense
and realistic training opportunity
for CRO Karmelava anad its full in-

Polish F-16 — an aircraft of this type participated in BAST-E
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tegriticn into MATIMNALS, Partici-
paskinng i Ehie event were USAF F-155
aned BO-135s, based in the United
Kingdom as well as Polish and [an-
ish F-16s, Caech aircraft originally
planned (o participate were with-
drawn just prior to the event due o
seheduling conflicts

With planming comyprlete and good
weather, three separate  waves
basurpached during thee day with tanker
support,  Incoming and outbound
fast jet fights swere imtercepted and
visually identified by the QRAC)
assets, located at Siaulian Adr Base
After the initial interception the
first wave [oowsed on 1vE air-to-air
miissions.  The second wave con-
ducted 2v2 with a pair of Danish
F-16s, Tha third wave once again
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conducting 2v2 missions with Pol-
ish F-165,  These air-to-air missions
provided excellent training oppor-
turities for the CRC Karmelava, In
i mentorship robe, the US provided
i Fighter Controller to the CRO for
the event,

Muring execution QRA aircralt con-
ducted fow approaches over two
of the three nationals capitals to
show the fag’. The Riga fy-over
wits cancelled doe o civil Air Traffic
Conbrol CATC) restrictions

Cwerall assesstment of the training
eveenh wias Ehat iv Fulfillesd thie objec-
bives and intent as loid out e the
OPORD, It highlighted successful
C2 functions and information ex-
change was achieved seamlessly
within the CRC, There sere no sig-
mificant issues with ATC or oross-
omrndary opmerations,

Through BAST-E, NATO has again
demonstrated that preserving the
integrity of MATO airspace is a col-
fective Lask and that agreements
exist o ensure o single standard of
security within MATO area of re-
sponsibility, even for those NATO
Mations lacking the full range of
Air Defence assels within their own
miilitary, By training the Air Polic-
ing standard tactics, techmigues and
procedures among Alliss, MATO can
recduce air incidents and improve air
security b the benefit of the whole
peegions, This is not achieved with-
curl The regquisite rouline training
sl as BAST-E




