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Air Policing

Baltic Region Training Events (BRTE)

MATO has had an Air Policing pre-
senoe since 2004, but regalar training
evients had not been a part of this mis-
sion, Regularly scheduled  training
events not only provide MATO forces
with new training areas, but also sho-
wease the growing capability of the
respective Baltic air foroes,

The first ewent, titled Baltic Air Sover-
eignty Training-Event, took place in
Cictebor of 2008, and focused on the
core stremzth of Adr Policing. Aircraft
and air deferce units from Czoch Re-
pul:ll'u:, Denmark, Estonia, Latvia, Li-
thuania, Foland, and the United %ta-
tess ot America all played a significant
role im the executicn of this event.

The programme's name was [ater
changed to Baltic Region Training
Event, recognizing the broader rangge
of training anmd capabilities that
would become part of the event se-
ries, The next event occurred in April
2009, again with a foous on Air Poli-
cings.

However, the training bar was raised
as the MATO AWACS was integratod
into the scenaric in addition to figh-
ter, tanker and transport aircraft. Ad-
ditiomally, fly-bys of NATO aircraft
near the Baltic States Capitals enhan-
ced the visibility and increased the re-
cognition of the event,

The third event in July of 309 was
pven more complex and included
other dimensions of airpower, such
as plectronic warfare (EW) and acrial
doelivery. A previously scheduled el-
prtronic warfa=
T eXeTCise was
combined with
GETE I to en=
hance tha
scenaric and
INCTEASE tiwe
trainiog. value
to all, especial-
v the ground
radar  operas
tors. The radar
Dperators were
challemged  to
accomplish
their task in a
roalistic  elecs
tronic warfare
enviromment,
A5 Amming
was provided by NATO-contracted
DA-=20 aircraft

A Ramstein based C-130 participatod
in the air-to-air portion of the event as
an ovasive slows=moving target and
then went on for an airdrop to Murms-
si airfield. The pallet dropped by the
C-130 not only demonstrated the pre-
cision aerial delvery capability that
resides within MATO, it also opened
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up a new surveyed drop zone that
can be wsed for fubure traiming by
other BMATO forces. The aerial deli-
viery element was significant as this
capability is vital not only for huma-
nitarian missi-
ons, but also a
varioty of
other missions
that MATO%
Air  Compo-
nent _omes
mand at Kam-
stein may  be
tasked to owos
cute under the

MNATO Hios-
ponse Force
[MEF).

The program-
M Progressi-
on sought for
BRTE IV was
enabled by the
requirement  for  Joint  Terminal
Attack Controllers (JTACs) in [SAF,
also known as Forward Adr Control-
lers (FACs). An Estonian contingent
is slated to deploy to ISAF this Mo-
vember, and their JTACs, although
already certified, would be even bet-
ter prepared to protect if their unit
took part in advanced training scena-
rics. The training would be even
maore valuable if itincluded the use of
ROVER (Eemotely Video Enhanced
Receiver) equipment. ROVER ena-
bles the [TAC to view the same targe-
ting, pod video as the aircrew in the
fighter.

Within two weeks of concept deve-
lopment Baltic [TACs were flown to
Ramstein for the proparatory ground
training at the USAFE Air to Ground
Operations School. The week-long
training included simulators and live
controls with A=10 and Mirage 2000
aircraft. The EOVER, which is an in-
credibly valuable component of the
ISAF | TAC mission, was the hishlight
of the training. Having completed the




Air Policing

preparatory training, integration irai-
ning in a complex scenario with their
pwn Estonian Army Company was
thi next mission for the [TACs BRTE
IV-A featuring VSAF F-15E Sirike
Eagles from RAF Mildenhall prowi-
ded this integration training and oc-
curred om 14 and 15 Seplember in
Estonia. The event comprised fwo
hours of hands-on BOVER frainimg
each day with the F-15Es The trai-
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ning was followed by the aircraft lan-
ding at Tallinn International Airport.
Estonian helicoplers were then used
b+ shuttle the F-15E aircrew back out
to the training area for face-to-lace
debrials with the [TACs to reinforce
the traiming.

Amn additional element of the BETE IV

programme was termed BETE IV-B
and was a subset of the larger NATO
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exercise BOLD AVENGER based out
of Karup, Denmark. The BRTE IV-B
brainimg mission on 22 Seplember niot
only prowvided training for the partici-
pating BOLD AVENCGER aircrews,
but also for the German EUROFIGH-
TEE delachment based al _iauliai, Li-
thuania, conducting MATCO's Baltic
Adr Policing,

BRTEs are planned o continue quart-
erly and will, as always, be a visible
demonstration of MATCYs commit-
ment and resclve in the Baltic region.
Air Policing will continue to be a pri-
me mission demonstrated by the
BRTE programmi, but &s the value of
the training areas within the Baltics
are further realized, expect a wide va-
riety of Air Power elements to be dis-
plaved in the future,

Change of Air Policing Responsibility in the

Baltic States

On 1 September, the Czech detach-
ment completed its four-maonthe tour
of Baltic Air Policing at Siauliai Air
Base, Lithuania. [t was & successful
mission for all personnel involved.
During this deployment, the Gripen
fighter aircraft flew more missions
and hours than initially intended and
they even performed a record num-
ber of live scrambles. All the scram-
blos were executed flawlessly and all
ended with visual identification.

As for the Czech Republic, this de-
ployment will remain a historic one
for several reasons. This mission was

the first time the Czech Republic de-
ploved troops cutside their borders
in 64 years and also marked the first
operational usage of Gripen aircrafl
in the Baltic Region

Following the conclusion of the
Czech rotation, it is Germany’s furn
to mark another “first” in the skies
above Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.
Thowgh it is the third German Air
Force deployment to the Baltic States,
it is the first time for the tourth gene-
ration "Eurofighter” (EF) jets to de-
ploy bevond the borders of Germany.
For the first two months af the Cer-

man ridation, four EF jets from Figh-
ter Wing 74 based in Neuburg an der
Donau will guard the Baltic skies.

They will hamnd the mission over for
the second half of the ratation to six
F4F Fhantom 11 jets from Fighter
Wing 71 "Richthofen™ in Wittmund,
This time, the German fighters will be
supparted by approximately 100 per-
e

Al the time the article was wrilten,
Evurofighters emblazoned with the
iron cross performed their inaugural
live scrambble




