A Poucine

Baltic Air Policing - Solidarity Among Partners
Information provided by DEU 71st Fighter Squadron “Richthofen”

Since the spring of 2004, NATO has
been in direct support of the three
Baltic States of Estonias, Latvia and
Lithuania, Under the NATO Tnfe-
grated Air Delenoe Systems (MATI-
MaDs), individual NATO memlsers
have motated their fghter aircraft
forr thiree months cach to provide
necessary Cuick Beaction Alert (In-
tercept ) (CXRALD} assets. At present,
the air forces of the Baltic KATO
mesrnibers do not have any aircraft
that could perform the Air Polic-
ing mission, Uikl the end of Sep-

tember, the German 71st Fighter
Squadron “Richthofen” provided
the operational CGEA(} contingent
for the area over the north-eastern
Baltic %ea.

Another element in ensuring integ-
rity of the airspace over the Ballic
Sea is the Control and Reporting
Cenlre at Kaunas, Lithuania, All
the data provided by the air surveil-
lanee rsdars are collected bere (o
provide a real-time Becognized Air
Ficture, Should anvthing irregular
occur in the airspace, this will be
resported and if all preregquisites are
met, the QRAND at Siauliai will be
alerted. However, the large majority
of QRAD take-ofls are conducted
for training prurposes

Four F-4F Phantorm jets and some
100 solddiers, nonmally stationed
at Witkrmumd in Germiany™s north

A tweo-ship F-4F taxiing at Siaulial Airbase

wiest, were deploved o the Lithua-
mian Air Base at Siauliai. The soldiers
brought 250 tons of materiel Lo the
country bo ensure 24/7 operational

Overhead Siaulial Airbase
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to Siouliaf

restdiness posture of QRAL Morwe-
gian F-16 and Podish MiG-21 aircraft
were prdecessors of the German
Phantoms in this NATINADS role,
and in Oetober the United States
borak over the mission for the nest
of the vear,
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