Forward Air Controller -
Joint Terminal Attack Controller

Jet aircraft directly supporting sol-
diers on the ground known as Close
Air Support (CAS) are becoming
mire and more important [or the
current [SAF operations. Instances
where air-dropped munitions are
being used in 15AF self defence situ-
ations have increased over Lhe last
mierinths, This is a clear indication
thiat CAS bas becomme the preferrald
method  of  fire support  in
Afghanistan

Our tolerance for friendly troogp
Bovssies is paturally low and therelore
wie use rinimen-risk aoics when
engaging lwestile foroes, Due to dis-
tances, difficult terrain and asym-
metric tactics used by opposing
military forces in Afghanistan, the
oFganic fire support of own ground
IO T Rnits is very limited, Air
assets, however, generally operate
in areas of good weather and are

ISAF Forward Al Controllers .,

unchallenged by air-te-air and
rarcly by ground-to-air threats,

Whilst speed, Hexibility and prec-
sicen are major advantages of air as-
sets, CAS is oflten multinational,
inherently joint and albways a leam-
wiork business. A manocuvre unit’s
crmploviment of CAS assets s the
st significant force roultiplicr un-
folding o massive psychological ef-
Feect by the ovverwhelming impact of
air-te-ground ordmance

Conversely, poorly conducted air
strikes can result in fratricide, anac-
ceptable collateral damage and loss
of pubilic ansd international support

If things go wrong, scrutiny will fall
ot the Tobder of ‘clearance author-
ity' for weapon ridease: the Forwand
Air Controller (FACEHor Joint Termi-
nal Attack Controdler (TAC = Us
terminology)

Air LAND INTEGRATION

The FAC is the key enabler im CAS
operations, representing the inter-
secticn between “Land”™ and *Air”
chains of command and funclion-
ing as the field-level interface be-
tween the services and dillerent
naticns operating in [SAF Tradi-
Lionally FACs must excel in all tra-
ditionad arts of soldicring as they
connot bamper the operations of
the supported anit by deliciencies
in his field training. He muest un-
derstand the ground scheme of ma-
poeuvre and Dwe able to provide
grovred commmanders with air ex-
pertise during their planming and
decision making, FACs should be
able to fire any weapon used by
groumnd [orces and  operate  thie
whole range of clectronic devices
froun lasers to rmdios, They have to
preprre reguests based on informa-
biem fronn variows sources, direc-
bives, orders et inoordler to control,
de-comiflict and coordinate CAS mis-
siones withe ground units” fire and
mranocuyre — all this withoul ex-
posing the pilot and fricndby fonces
b unacoeptalle levels of risk. For
mnany years this has been the solid
Foundation of goodd “FACing”, Mev-
ertheless, only ten vears age only
few could have imagined the dy-
panic evolution that modern CAS
hias been through,

FACs often have no direct viswal
contact with the arget or the air-
cralt, CAS strikes are often con-
dhctesd from medivim o high lewd,
ey of thesrn in ‘danger close” situ-
akions, i enwrny ansd frienadly forces
are in such tight proximity that
weapons may have an effect on
bBoth, The high demand for CAS
bl b FACS opeerating at comypsny
bevel and even as singletons sup-
prorting platoons, WErms or Convo Vs,
Ihee mmain chamge, however,  hias
conme with technology. The use of
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A LAND INTEGRATION

ver 000 wbcEiowe im0 Afybanistan

Ulrirnainmesd. Aerial Vehicles (LAVS),
pext generation targeting pods amd
full macticn video Kits all improsve
e FACS' situational awareness, tar-
gt acguisition and absility to prose-
ke targets, With the addition of
Forward Observers (FOsh, FACs can
wiork fronn locations of greater stamd-
ol fromm the fight, allowing thaem o

Pliertes: Mogor firi Dedic, CC-Air Bosnsbein, A3

cover far larger geographical areas, If
proprerly add ressed during the prre-
deplovment  training, the conse-
guisrit wse o resdern technology
mrirkes the CAS exocution phase cas-
ier for FACs, especially when differ-
ent sets of Bules of Engagement,
naticnal  caveals  and  Collateral
Prinmieges Estitate  processes  ane

taken mbo consideration. The pool
of FACs amengst L MATCr nations
i% not unlimited. And as lengths and
[requendcies ol deployments are in-
creasing, training FACS (o acqguire
and maintain their qualilications is
a great challenge. Mot all BMATO na-
tions have FAC Inaining installaticns
ol their own meaning that they
have to rely on other Allies. Conse-
quently common FAC skill-sets have
Ler b slandardised. A central ‘schiool
house” is required Lo improve stan-
dardization, evaluation, FAC and in-
structor  training -  the FAC
comumunity throughout the Alliance
is Clearly in need of their ovwn NATO
certre of excellence

Fhe increasing demaond for FACs in
teermes of numbers and quality can
bresst e sesenn i thee current ISAF mis-
sionn. Only eecently establisbied, the
CO-Adr [TAC Cell is contributing (o
investigating these very problems
Effective CAS requires “Air" and
"Land" elements to operate as a
functioning  team,  Therefore,
sprending billions of Euros and Dael-
lars st not only cover aircraft
and weapons acquisition or pilot
Lraining, but also training, stan-
dardizgtion and eguiprnent for the
Forward Air Controllers, The team
is only as strong as its weakest link.

LISAF F-15E perforps show of force
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