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Press Release 

 
Inauguration Visit of new CAOC 2 Commander 

 
Lieutenant General Ploeger takes over NATO Missions on the Lower Rhine  

 
Ramstein (ang). Just a few days after arriving at his new post on 
the Lower Rhine, Lieutenant General Friedrich Wilhelm Ploeger 
made his inauguration visit to Allied Air Component Command 
Ramstein. The Combined Air Operations Centre (CAOC) 2 in 
Uedem, which has been under his command since 1 October, is 
subordinate to the NATO air headquarters in the Palatinate within 
the framework of its Air Policing task. Lieutenant General Ploeger 
had previously served as Commander 2nd DEU Air Division in 

Birkenfeld and received his new command from retiring Lieutenant General Hans-Joachim Schubert. 
 
During his talks with Air COM Ramstein, General William T. Hobbins, the portion of the Air Policing 
mission for CAOC 2 was intensively discussed. The special feature of this Uedem-based Operations 
Centre is the fact that its Air Policing Area covers several countries. It includes the territories of the Baltic 
States of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, who do not have Quick Reaction Alert sections of their own to take 
on Air Policing. Within the NATO Integrated Air Defence System, this task is carried out by other NATO 
member States on a rotational basis. 
 
Another specialty of CAOC 2 is its role as a test validation site for the Air Command and Control System 
(ACCS), which is NATO’s new system for controlling air forces. It is CAOC 2’s mission to check this 
system in practical use and verify it is suited for day-to-day operations. 
 
Lieutenant General Ploeger is also the Executive Director of the Joint Air Power Competence Centre 
(JAPCC), an agency that takes a look at the future of NATO’s air forces. And this capacity he reports to 
General Hobbins, too, who is the centre’s Director. During the meeting at Ramstein Air Base, the tasks of 
the JAPCC, which is also located at the Lower Rhine, were another topic for discussion. 
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