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NEWS RELEASE 
 

Albanian and Croatian Flags Raised at Ramstein 
 

8 April 2009 
 
RAMSTEIN-MIESENBACH, Germany — At 9 a.m. today, two additional flags were raised outside the 
NATO Air Headquarters on Ramstein Air Base. A flag ceremony was held at CC-Air HQ Ramstein to 
mark the accession of Albania and Croatia to the Alliance. The brief ceremony was held in the presence 
of NATO’s Air Commander Ramstein, General Roger A. Brady, USA AF, his deputy Air Marshal David 
Walker, GBR AF, the HQ’s chief of staff, Major General Jon Abma, NLD AF, and the HQ Senior 
Command Non-Commissioned Officer Tim van de Logt, NLD AF (in picture from left to right).  
 
Albania and Croatia became NATO’s newest members on 1 April 2009, after depositing their 
instruments of accession with the United States Department of State in Washington. Both countries 
participated in their first Summit as full members of the Alliance in Strasbourg-Kehl on 3 and 4 April 
2009.  
 
Since 1949, NATO’s membership has increased from 12 to 28 countries. The first wave of post-Cold 
War enlargement took place on 12 March 1999, when the Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland 
became the first former members of the Warsaw Pact to join NATO. In a second wave, Bulgaria, 
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania and Slovakia and Slovenia acceded to the Alliance in 2002 
 
More information about the accession process can be found at the NATO HQ website 
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/topics_49212.htm  
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